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STAFF WRITER

ST. PETERSBURG –
Eventually, everyone is
going to meet their maker.
Derick Bernard is in the
business of selling something we will all need when
that eventuality finally comes
to pass – peace of mind.
Our final expenses and
how they will be handled are
not a part of everyday
thoughts and conversation.
They are not pleasant to contemplate. But, they are a necessary part of life. They will
need to be paid for by each
and every one of us or they
will become a major
headache and unnecessary
expense for our loved ones.
Bernard came to St. Petersburg, by way of New Orleans, from Trinidad. Like
many islanders, he has a
quick wit and nimble tongue.
He’s always ready with a disarming joke. But, when the
topic turns to final expenses,
he is all business.
Funeral costs are soaring. Social Security pays a
onetime government death
benefit of $255. If you are a
veteran, you fair a little better
with an additional $300 funeral and internment benefit
and a $300 plot purchase
benefit if you elect to be
buried somewhere other
than a VA cemetery. The average funeral and burial
costs are up to $12,000.
For this reason, Derick
provides a very necessary
service as well as peace of
mind. Knowing that your
See FUNERAL, page 4

BY ELLEN KIRKLAND
Contributor

Eric Harvey preparing fried green tomatoes for the lunch rush.



BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
As you drive down Sixth
Street on the south side of
town, you wouldn’t guess
the unassuming sign with
the Munch’s name on it
would house some of the
cooking
home
best
around.
A staple in St. Petersburg for 60 years,
Munch’s, located at 3920
6th St. S., is a family business that has stood the
test of time and underfamily
what
stands
means.
“My newest waitress
has been here eight

years ago and the same
people are still working
for you,’” Munch said
proudly of his staff. “You
don’t see that very often,
not in the restaurant business.”
The sense of community continues throughout
the eatery with school pictures from years past
hanging on the walls and
a quaint seating area. A
long rectangular counter
and cushy booths add to
the setting and the homey
feel of this longtime St.
Pete institution.
It is this hometown
feel combined with delicious eats that drew the
attention of Guy Fieri, the

host of the Food Network’s “Diners, Drive-Ins,
and Dives.” Contacted a
few years ago, Munch’s
has been riding the wave
of success as a featured
restaurant on the cable
show.
“We get into sort of a
rotation,” Munch explained speaking of how
often the episode has
aired and its recent showing just a few weeks ago.
“When it airs, out-of-towners come and locate us.”
Although that experience is a moment to remember, it is the local
community that keeps
See MUNCH’S, page 7

Mildred Wilson: Keeping the Tuskegee Airmen
story alive
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

Derick Bernard

years,” owner Larry
Munch divulged as he
spoke of the staff’s loyalty
and dedication. “I’ve got
one that’s been here for
almost forty.”
In fact, all 12 employees have put in so much
time at the restaurant that
Munch has a hard time
remembering just when
they started. But as he
rattled off their names
and tried to recall how
many years vested they
were, it was clear the
“Cheers” like atmosphere
that permeates through
Munch’s is due to the
crew.
“When I talk to people
they say ‘I was here 15

SAFETY HARBOR –
Mildred Wilson is 93
years old, but she doesn’t
look a day over 65. And
she surely doesn’t act her
age either.
The wife of a
Tuskegee Airman, Wilson rejoiced in the opportunity to speak at the
Safety Harbor Museum
and Cultural Center, located at 329 Bayshore

Blvd. S., about the struggles and triumphs of the
Tuskegee Airmen during
World War II.
“Between 1933 and
1941 Negroes couldn’t
fly,” she told the crowd as
she explained the reasons why African Americans couldn’t train. “It
was said that they didn’t
have the intelligence.”
According to Wilson,
pilots bent on proving
their worth flew in a
See WILSON, page 7

ST. PETERSBURG –
Over the years, Bayfront
Medical Center has been
known by many names.
When it was conceived in
1906, it was a 15 bed facility
known as the St. Petersburg Sanitarium, housed in
a ramshackle bungalow on
Second Street.
Over the next 62 years
it changed names four
times.
In 1910, it changed its
name to The Good Samaritan Hospital and moved
from the Second Street location to a five room house
on the land that it currently
occupies.
After that it became Augusta Memorial Hospital,
City Hospital and then,
Mound Park Hospital.
In 1923, when it became
Mound Park, named for the
Native American mound located nearby, the 60 bed
hospital was considered a
state-of-the-art facility for
that time.
By 1952, the hospital
had expanded to include
251 beds, and the construction has never stopped. The
medical center continues
its expansion to this day.
In 1968, it made the
transition from a cityowned hospital to a not-forprofit private teaching
hospital
and
became
Bayfront Medical Center.
The city retained ownership of the land and entered into a lease with
them.
Now, in order to continue to meet current standards of care, Bayfront
See BAYFRONT, page 5

Mildred Wilson speaking at
Safety Harbor Museum.

Dr. Kanika Tomalin

  


                                                  

Tony & Nello's
Southern Italian Cuisine & Grille
(formerly JOJO'S PIZZA)
has been serving Tierra Verde
and St. Pete Beach for more
than 30 years. We offer
authentic southern Italian food.
We specialize in wood-fired
brick oven pizza.

Dine In or
Carry Out!
Catering service is available.

1136 Pinellas Bayway S.
St Petersburg, FL 33715
www.tonyandnellos.com

    
   
Over 34 Years in Tampa Bay
Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring
Plumbing • Windows• Roofing
Soffit & Fascia Cabinets• Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation
Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478
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OPINION
“Sequester”: The latest threat to black economic security

BY YVONNE SCRUGGSLEFTWICH, PH.D.

No sooner did Congress finally vote to save
the country from a fall over
the “Fiscal Cliff,” then the
draconian threat of “Funds
Sequester” loomed large
over the heads of most
Americans, but especially
those who are at the bottom of the economic ladder. The “sequester” of
public dollars (meaning
taking funds off-the-top

and setting-them-aside to
reduce the national debt) is
a complicated process of
debt reduction through automatic cuts in government
spending. These cuts will
occur on March 1, based
on provisions of the
Budget Control Act agreed
to by Congress and the Administration in 2011, unless
Congress votes otherwise
before the March 1 deadline.
These budget cuts will
affect everyone who benefits from federal financial
resources and opportunities. But they promise to
most severely impact the
poor and working middleclass and to make them
poorer in every imaginable
way where federal funds
formerly have provided
supplemental,
discretionary assistance based
upon need, especially with
regard to education, housing, job creation and train-

ing, health care, food and
nutrition, and most local
government services and
local quality-of-life activities
like police and public
safety, fire and services to
the elderly, children and
dependent families. Unless
Congress acts to approve a
balanced fiscal plan which
generates Federal income
while reducing spending
more selectively, humanely
and equitably, the huge
sledge hammer of sequestration will fall indiscriminately.
Two of the most important priorities of the African
American community are
education and housing and
the human and economic
dynamics of each. Here
are some of the inevitable
consequences of “sequestration” for these priorities:
According to U.S. Education Secretary Arne Duncan: “Sequestration would

create significant hardship
for ...K - 12 schools and
post-secondary
institutions. ...For example, the
Impact Aid programs ...receive a high percentage of
their overall funding from
the Federal Government.
That means sequestration
would eliminate roughly
$60 million from Impact
Aid Basic Support Payments for schools which
are counting on those
funds to meet ...needs for
students and to pay teacher
salaries this spring....Many
districts are facing potential elimination of instructional and non-instructional
staff and delaying needed
building maintenance for
buildings already in serious disrepair. In particular,
sequestration will hit hard
at federal, state and local
efforts to improve educational opportunities for the
nations neediest students
and their families.”

U.S. Secretary of Housing and Urban Development Shaun Donovan says:
“The March 1 sequestration would (devastate)
...about 125,000 individuals
and families including elderly and disabled individuals (who) could lose
assistance ...and be at risk
of becoming homeless.
...Cuts would also result in
more than 100,000 homeless people, including veterans, being removed from
their current housing or
emergency shelter. ...The
cuts could ...force some
shelters to close down altogether. Because sequestration of the HOME
Investment Partnerships
program funds would eliminate rehabilitation of 2,100
affordable housing units
for low-income families,
the four dollars to one dollar leveraging ratio of private funds to federal
dollars would be lost to

these localities.”
In this era of full voter
participation which gave
President Obama an overwhelmingly victorious margin of more than three
million popular votes, this
same presidential-posse
must push hard for the
vote on and passage of a
balanced, equitable and
egalitarian deficit reduction
strategy
before
March 1, 2013. The focus
of this populist demand made through letters,
phone calls, blogs, tweets,
e-mails and various social
platform posts aimed at
every single Congress person - must be on the best
interests of the poor, working- and middle class
Americans. Tell Congress:
“Stop obsessing about the
wealthiest one percent!
Protect the other 99 percent of your ordinary fellow Americans! “

Columbus.
He postulates that
Abubakari II who ruled over
a vast empire, which includes modern day Mali,
landed at Recife on the coast
of Brazil. The scholar who
heads a research project
which is dedicated to exploring the legacy of
Abubakari II brings considerable archaeological and
linguistic evidence demonstrating the African presence in pre-Columbian
America.
It is now apparent that
Africans came to the Americas before the age of exploration in Europe. Columbus
is not to be discounted
though, since he embarked
on a voyage of discovery for
a resurgent Europe, which
was about to change the
world. He arrived in this
new world guided by his
chief navigator Don Pietro
Olonzo Nino, Captain of the
Flagship Maria, who was a
black Moor from Mauritania.
In fact excavations in recent years of 1200 skeletons
in the Dominican Republic,
reveals that a substantial
number of them were free
Africans. It was also found

that free Africans were navigators and assistants directing Columbus to the New
World, according to Pathe
Diagne, Professor for Cornell University.
Further, T. Douglas
Price, director of the Laboratory for Archaeological
Chemistry at the University
of Wisconsin at Madison,
who did isotropic analysis of
remains from a mid-16th
century Campeche church
cemetery in the Yucatan
peninsula Mexico, found
with near certainty that a
number of those remains
were of Africans. Dental
DNA testing from earlier
findings reveal that Africans
settled in the New World
prior to Columbus’s arrival.
On Columbus’ first voyage Don Pietro, captain of
the flagship Maria logged in
his diary, that on approaching land he saw black
Africans on shore and some
leaving in large canoes
heading out into the Atlantic
towards Africa. Van Sertima
alludes to Columbus’s own
writings which says that the
people living on the island of
Hispaniola, (Haiti and the
Dominican Republic), told
him that “black-skinned

people had come from the
south and southeast trading
in gold tipped spears.
Columbus sent samples
of these spears back to
Spain to be tested and they
were found to be identical in
their proportions of gold, silver and copper alloys to
spears then being forged in
African Guinea. Columbus’
son, Ferdinand, said his father told him that he had
seen black people north of
what are now Honduras.”
I contend that there is
sufficient evidence to postulate that Africans came to,
traded with, settled in and
influenced the culture and
history of the Americas
long before the Columbian
era. The idea that the world
was flat was European and
Columbus’ real discovery
was that it was indeed
round. The point is that the
world’s societies have always been interdependent
from ancient times to now
and we cannot treat with
history as though ethnic
groups exist in their own individual universes.
I conclude then, that
African-American history is
American history and
should be treated as such.

Beyond Black History Month

BY DERICK BERNARD

Have you noticed that
Black History Month, or
African-American History
Month if you prefer, is becoming less and less an
item in the consciousness of
Americans? Well I don’t
know how you feel about
that, but I have always
asked myself why a Black
History Month and not
black history every day?
Observing black history
for one month out of the
year is like going to church
on a Sunday and forgetting
to be a Christian every
other day. It smacks of
hypocrisy because it seeks
to separate and divide history by race in a multiracial
society.

The fact is that American history is an integral
whole with many contributions from all peoples who
settled here. The contributions of any of the constituent groups cannot be
isolated and extracted from
the whole since this paints
an incomplete and disjointed picture of history.
Having a Black History
Month is not an exercise in
the observation of the stellar and salient contributions
black people made to the
development of America but
rather a marginalization of
those contributions since
they are treated as a mere
appendage to mainstream
American history.
In the distinguished
Guyanese anthropologist
Dr. Ivan Van Sertima’ his
book, “They Came Before
Columbus,” Africans have
been present in the new
world in pre Columbian
times. His conclusions are
based on archaeological and
linguistic evidence which
his research uncovered.
Van Sertima asserts that
Africans came in two migrations first the Egyptians and
Nubians, who reached the
Gulf of Mexico in 1200 BCE

and 800 BCE respectively.
They brought writing
and pyramid building with
them. Centuries later
around 1310, the Mande
people of West Africa came.
They went to Mexico,
Panama,
Columbia,
Ecuador, Peru and various
Caribbean Islands. Even the
Olmecs a pre-Mayan civilization which flourished in
Mexico, seem to be African,
based on the astonishingly
African facial features of the
stone head sculptures they
left behind. This is part of
the archaeological evidence
presented by Dr Van Sertima.
Mali’s oral history as
told by their griots, as well
as Arabic texts including
one by 14th century historian al-Omari, tells of King
Abubakari II who abdicated
his throne in 1311 and left
his country with 2000 boats
on a voyage across the Atlantic Ocean to discover
whether, like the great
Niger River, it had another
bank. Gaoussou Diawara, a
Malian historian and playwright, contends that
Africans on this voyage
came to the Americas almost two centuries before
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COMMUNITY NEWS
FAST in action
ST. PETERSBURG —
Faith and Action for
Strength
Together
(FAST), an interfaith
group seeking social justice in Pinellas County, is
seeking to improve the literacy rates of local public
schools.
Over the course of the
past three years, FAST researched reading programs that had proven
track records of raising
reading scores of children
in poor and minority
schools and selected Direct Instruction (DI). This
program meets the criteria
of improving reading
scores, particularly in
grades K-5 in schools
where there are high percentages of poor and minority populations.
At a meeting arranged
by the newest school
board member, Renee
Flowers, FAST Education
Committee Co-Chair Rev.
Robert Ward met with Superintendent
Michael
Grego, Dr. William Law,
President of St. Pete College and board member of
the Pinellas Education
Foundations, Craig Sher.
The purpose of the
meeting was to discuss
FAST’s proposal to have
the DI reading program piloted with fidelity at no
cost to the school district.
On Mon., Feb. 11, 58
FAST members assembled at the Pinellas County
School Administrative Offices hoping to observe
the meeting, but were disappointed when they were
not allowed in the closed
door session.
FAST has been advocating a two-year pilot program using DI in three

Blast from the past

elementary schools in
Pinellas County. FCAT
reading scores in a significant number of Pinellas
County
elementary
schools have declined
each year for at least the
past three years.
For example, Melrose
Elementary
reporting
only 16 percent of their
third grade students reading on grade level at the
end of the 2012 academic
year. This is a decline from
49 percent posted in 2009.
Woodlawn Elementary
reported 22 percent of students at grade level in
2012, and Campbell Park
Elementary with only 27
percent. Only 56 percent
of third graders in Pinellas
County read on their
grade level. The state standard is 80 percent.
Low reading scores in
early grades contribute to
low graduation rates from
county high schools.
Problems for adults with
low reading levels include
inability to find meaningful
employment and higher
crime rates.
Following the meeting,
Ward reported to the gathered crowd of FAST members that one school board
member is encouraging
the superintendent to consider a pilot program in
one classroom of one elementary school for the
2013-14 school year.
While a positive step
has been taken in encouraging Grego to consider
DI as a pilot, data shows
that a pilot in one classroom cannot produce
measurable conclusions.
First, the turnover in
school with these demographics is extremely

Do you recognize the person in this photograph?
If so, please give us a call at 727-896-2922.

Rev. Robert Ward,
FAST Education
Committee Co-Chair
high. Second, the solitary
teacher using the process
becomes isolated with no
in school peer team support. Third, the non-profit
company offered the two
year free pilot program in
all classrooms of one
school—not in a single
classroom—for the above
reasons.
An effective way to get
Superintendent Grego to
accept the free offer for a
DI pilot is for him to hear
from people who are concerned about children in
these schools where they
are not learning to read.
FAST asks all concerned citizens to attend
the Nehemiah Action
meeting, which is a large
public meeting of diverse
people from many religious groups seeking
commitments from public
officials to implement specific solutions to community problems.
The
meeting will take place
Tues., March 12, 7 p.m. at
Tropicana Field.
FAST has invited
Grego; however, he has
not responded.

Time to get ready for kindergarten
Pinellas County Schools
will open registration for
kindergarteners and other
new students on March 4.
The district is urging parents to register their children for the 2013-14 school
year by June 6.
For more information,
visit
Pinellas
County
Schools
website
at
pcsb.org, or call (727) 5886210. Additional information is also available on the
district’s New Student
Reservation page.

Registration cutoff date is June 6.

PINELLAS HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 1963

50TH CLASS REUNION

Come and celebrate with your classmates!
Members of the Class of 1963 who attended Pinellas High School in Clearwater will
celebrate its 50th year reunion. Events are scheduled for Fri.-Sun., June 7-9. Some classmates
could not be reached, so if you have not been contacted, please call Annie Elliott Gardner
727-581-6361 or Janie Perkins Williams 727-623-8646. We look forward to hearing from you.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
The MLK Community Center
needs your help

Real Men invade Sanderlin Center

CLEARWATER - No
Martin Luther King, Jr.
Center has ever been
closed in the history of Dr.
King’s legacy, so when the
City of Clearwater declared they could no
longer run the MLK Community Center in North
Greenwood, the Clearwater MLK Jr. Neighborhood
Coalition stepped in and
took action.
As a result of their efforts, the MLK Coalition
was granted the lease to
the MLK Community Center by the Pinellas County
School
District
who
owned of the property.
Now, the new challenge for the coalition is to
raise money needed to repair the roof, air conditioning system, update the fire
alarm system and restore
the furnishings and equipment that the city removed so it can open the
doors to the public and

ST. PETERSBURG –
Get REAL — Responsible,
Educated, Aware Leaders –
according to literature at
the Sanderlin Center, is a
program of self-exploration
and development for boys
and young men ages nine
to fourteen.
The program is the
brain child of former Juvenile Justice Treatment coordinator, Jarrish Jones. In
his nearly 20 years serving
the youth of St. Petersburg,
Jones has seen a lot and
worn many hats.
Not only has he worked
with the Juvenile Justice
system, he has been a literacy expert with the Juvenile Welfare Board, a
teacher at Academy Prep
and worked with the CDC
and Florida Department of
Health in a program entitled Boys to Men, an STD
prevention program.
The REAL program at
Sanderlin conveys “what it
means to be a young man
and to grow up with realistic expectations. The program is about social
literacy,” said Jones.
The program is designed to helps its participants understand that there
are different expectations
for young men.
“That there are gender
specific expectations about
being a man and a good,
productive, contributing citizen and that exploring
those expectations from a
male perspective, with a
male role model, will help
them grow up to be better
men,” said Jones compassionately.
Jones meets with the
boys daily for “The Man
Hour.” He said that people
would be surprised at how
much the young men know
about life, about girls and
even dating at eight or nine
years of age.
“They need to learn
about respect and how to
interact with girls and with
society in a positive way,”
he said.
The Sanderlin center offers a similar curriculum
targeting girls of the same
age entitled, “Be True To
You.” Jones notes that
there are many such programs targeted at girls, but
REAL directs it’s attentions
to young men and their behavior out in the community.
The ultimate aim of the
program is to keep young
men off the street corner
and out of the Juvenile Justice system. One of their

The center is looking for any financial help,
in-kind services or volunteer work.
begin operations.
At the same, this nonprofit 501c (3) corporation
is establishing training and
tutoring programs, a garden initiative and a museum to honor Dr. King. In
order to do this, the coalition is reaching out to all
Clearwater communities
and surrounding cities for
any assistance they can
give, financial, in-kind services or volunteer work.

If you would like to donate to the renovation of
the center, work with the
coalition or would just like
more information, please
contact:
Wade Clarke 727-4423135 or Milton James 727475-0030 or write to:
Clearwater MLK Neighborhood Coalition, P. O.
Box 7341, Clearwater, FL
33758. Email: savethemlkcenter@hotmail.com

Everybody dies
From FUNERAL, page 1

family not being burdened
with these expenses – is
priceless.
“This is a need that has
to be met…this program insures that everyone gets the
type of [funeral] service
they desire,” he said.
Funeral expense insurance, he explained, pays
within 24 hours of death, directly to the beneficiary.
The benefit does not have to
go through the lengthy
process of probate.
The process is painless
with Derick’s help. With his
help, a Florida Consumer
Guardian Society in-depth
plan is created. This plan
designates all the wishes of
the deceased such as who is
to perform the service and
where the service is to take
place. Then, a beneficiary is
chosen and up to five additional individuals are chosen
to make funeral arrangements on the behalf of the
deceased.
The designated funeral
arrangement makers are
put in order of priority and
preference for making the
arrangements. Five individuals are chosen in case one
or more of them is unavailable at the time of demise.
Any benefits that are left
over after the funeral are
paid directly to the beneficiary.
The Florida Consumer
Guardian Society is a valu-

Derick Bernard
able service and there is no
charge because it a part of
the policy when you purchase your final expense insurance through Lincoln
Heritage Insurance.
One of the features of
the program is the Living
Benefit. This benefit can pay
out to the policy owner if
you have a life threatening
event such as a heart attack
or diagnosis of a terminal illness. You are able to draw
out your benefits while you
are still alive.
The minimum amount
that can be purchased is
$1,500 and the maximum is
$35,000. An 87 year old can
purchase $1,500 worth of
protection for a mere $25
per month. There is no
health exam and the application is one page.
There are three exclusions. You may not have already been diagnosed with

a terminal disease or
HIV/AIDS and you may not
be bedridden, hospitalized
or in nursing care prior to
your application.
Derick chose Lincoln
Heritage Insurance and is
proud to represent them in
the community because of
their excellent reputation
and their stability among
their peers in the insurance
industry. Lincoln Heritage
boasts $619 million in assets
and is a trusted name in insurance.
Derick wants you to
know that you can contact
him anytime and discuss
your final expense wishes
and needs. He is available
whenever you need him.
He hopes you call and put
your worries about final expenses and plans to rest.
You can e-mail Derick at insure_one@ymail.com or
call him at 727-644-5105.



 





BY ELLEN KIRKLAND
Contributor

L-R, Counselors Rashad Bush,
Jarrish Jones and Gerard Jackson

Real Men of Sanderlin Center

Jahmil Boyd and Alain Walton, both 10, members
of Sanderlin Center’s Real Men Program.

Real Men of Sanderlin Center play ball
successes is a young man
named Gerard Jackson,
who came to the Sanderlin
center for their summer
program when he was 14.

At 22, he is now a counselor
in the same program that
helped to keep him off the
street.

TREAT YOUR
INJURIES NOW!
Sister Dianne Hughes
Medical Referral Services, LLC

Pastor Bragg L. Turner

Pastor John Walker

Morris Milton Sr.

Fred Redix

Isaac Hines Jr.

Mary Franklin

Dorothy Jackson

Cynthia Walker

Cora Redix

• Car Accidents • Slip and Fall
• Assistance in Documenting Your Case

CALL 24/7
(727) 557-5737
Tune in every Saturday on WRSX 1590AM at
10 a.m. for Sis. Dianne Hughes Personal Injury
Report. Hosted by Bro. Jarvis El-Amin
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COMMUNITY NEWS
New partnership for an old friend
From BAYFRONT, page 1

Councilman
Wengay Newton
leaders say big changes are
again necessary.
According to a recent
Tampa Bay Times article,
“Bayfront says it cannot
continue to operate much
longer as a stand-alone hospital in a health care environment where hospitals
have to band together to
reap economies of scale.”
This
means
that
Bayfront needs the benefits
and purchasing power that
larger healthcare networks
enjoy to remain viable.
For the past two years,
Bayfront’s board has pursued a partnership with
healthcare networks by
looking at and investigating
networks that would be a
good fit with its reputation
and one that also supports
issues important to the
community such as charity
care and the continuance of
Bayfront’s status as a level
two Trauma Center.
The Bayfront board
chose Naples-based Health
Management Associates,
Inc. (HMA) and its affiliate
Shands HealthCare.
“We carefully vetted our
new partners for their track

record in areas such as
charity care, and found
their commitment is on par
with Bayfront’s history in
the community,” said
Kanika Tomalin, Bayfront’s
Vice President of Strategic
Planning and Public Affairs.
Negotiations with HMA
began about a year ago
which, Tomalin says, allowed Bayfront leadership
the time necessary to comb
through every aspect of
HMA’s operations.
The HMA network includes 70 hospitals nationwide with 22 of them in
Florida. HMA’s 2011 annual report, the last year
for which figures are available, boasts that its net revenue was $5.8 billion.
Bayfront officials assure
that this is a growth oriented strategy designed to
infuse resources into the financially beleaguered hospital.
“The community can
expect Bayfront to be
stronger than ever before,”
Tamalin said.
Bayfront has a special
relationship and sacred
trust with the AfricanAmerican community in St.
Petersburg. Historically a
racially segregated southern city, St, Pete had
racially segregated hospitals.
Thanks to the efforts of
Dr. Fred W. Alsup, the first
African American admitted
to The Pinellas County
Medical Society, Mound
Park admitted its first black
patient on February 25,
1961.
Until that time,
blacks were treated at

Mercy Hospital, where
Johnnie
Ruth
Clarke
Health Center is now located.
Alsup, who once sued
the city in a desegregation
case that went to the
Supreme Court, passed
away in 2002 at the age of 88.
He is quoted in his obituary
as having said, “I got tired of
the separation and felt that
we should do better.”
With the help of former
mayor and pediatrician, Dr.
Edward Cole, Mercy Hospital was closed in 1966 and
Bayfront became the first
fully integrated hospital in
the area.
For the past 107 years
Bayfront Medical Center,
which is known statewide,
has been unique in its embrace of medical innovation
and technology, according
to medicalnewsinc.com.
Among
its
many
achievements,
Bayfront
created the area’s first helicopter ambulance service
in 1986. It has grown into
the largest trauma transport service in the southeastern United States. It
was also the first flight
service in Florida to carry
lifesaving blood products
on board.
According to Bayfront’s
website it currently has
1,739 employees and had
gross revenues of $1.2 billion in 2010.
The
HMA/Bayfront
partnership will turn it into
a for-profit facility and create a unified healthcare system with six other HMA
hospitals,
including
Brooksville Regional Hospital, Spring Hill Regional

Hospital, Venice Regional
Medical Center, Charlotte
Regional Medical Center,
Peace River Regional Medical Center and Pasco Regional Medical Center,
extending the Bayfront
brand to all six.
Officials at Bayfront
welcome recent questions
by the city council and
media regarding levels of
charity care and HMA’s
commitment to the community.
Tomalin touted the new
Bayfront Health, Education
and Research Organization, LLC (Bayfront HERO)
as further evidence of
HMA’s commitment.
HMA has agreed to purchase all of Bayfront’s physical assets for $202 million
and according to Tomalin,
$162 million will be reinvested in healthcare, education and research through
Bayfront HERO.
In a recent telephone interview, Councilman Wengay Newton said, “They are
receiving a 50 year lease on
city owned land. I am
going to make sure that
everything that can be
done has been done. We
are going to put a city adviser on the board and we
will have enough checks
and balances in place that
current levels of charity
care will continue.”
“Commitment to charity care is unwavering;
Bayfront sought this partnership to continue this
mission… [our] commitment is reflected in the documents that govern the
partnership and the lease,”
Tomalin assured.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Read-in rocks in St. Pete
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News Channel 10’s Ginger Gadsden reads to kids from Maximo Elementary.
BY ELLEN KIRKLAND
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG —
Fresh from the Channel
10 News desk, Ginger
Gadsden skillfully handled
a group of excited and
rambunctious second and
third graders from Maximo Elementary School at
the Title I Family Resource and Multicultural
Center located at 2499
25th St. S.
Gadsden dropped in to
read to the kids as part of
the Title I Read-In, last
Fri., Feb. 15. This is the
second year she adjusted
her busy work schedule to
share her love of reading
with them.
Pinellas County has 46
schools that receive Title I
services and they all participated in the event. The
Tampa Bay Rays and Publix Supermarkets teamed
up with Pinellas County
Schools and Title I, which
is a federally funded program, for the event.

The Family Resource
and Multicultural Center
(FRMC) houses a library
filled with lively and interesting books for youngsters of all ages. Karen
Davis-Pritchett, the Title I
Family Education Specialist, wants all the children
of Pinellas County to know
the joy of reading and that
they are welcome to visit
and enjoy the library and
reading room.
“Each time a child visits the FRMC library, they
are given a book to take
home and keep. This program helps the kids build
their own library at
home,” said Davis-Pritchett.
Title I is a federallyfunded, general education
support program. The
goal of Title I Reading is to
provide extra reading help
and instruction for struggling readers.
Title I instruction is
specialized and the reading instruction that is provided is a co-operative

effort between the classroom teacher and the Title
One Reading teacher who
supplements classroom instruction.
Supplemental reading
instruction with the Title I
reading teacher is usually
in small groups, three to
five times weekly for approximately 20-30 minutes
each session depending
on the child’s individual
need.
Daily at-home reading
is an important part of the
Title I Reading program.
The library at the resource center is meant to
help parents interact with
their children while reading. The Title I team encourages parents to get
involved. One way to do
that is to discuss the
books that the children
bring home from school.
For more information
about Title I or how to be
involved, please call the
Family Resource and Multicultural Center at 727323-6627.

WRXB 1590 AM & 96.5 FM
D.J. LINE-UP

7AM -12 NOON MAURICE IN THE MORNING
12 NOON - 2PM SISTER DIANNE HUGHES
3PM - 7PM BROTHER MICHAEL WALKER
7PM - MIDNIGHT RICHARD C. GUESS
12 MIDNIGHT - 7AM JOE SIMIAN

HOTLINE 727-864-1600
PLEASE Support Our ADvERTISERS
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Best home cooking around

Staff Sergeant Elmer Wilson lives through his
wife’s stories

From MUNCH’S , page 1

From WILSON, page 1

coming back day in and day
out to partake of the appetizing dishes served daily
that really places Munch’s
on the map.
Eric Harvey has been at
Munch’s for years, and has
worked his way up from a
cook on the front line to
kitchen manager. A native
of St. Petersburg, he played
basketball at Osceola High
School back in the day and
like so many young athletes dreamt of playing in
the big league. But a torn
ACL
squashed
those
dreams and he had to go
with another one.
“I went straight to cooking once I tore my knee
up,” Harvey explained revealing how he took his
athletic drive to the kitchen
and didn’t hesitate to embark on his new adventure.
“It was a no brainer.”
A
self-proclaimed
“foodie fanatic,” he lives for
cooking. Never a culinary
student, Harvey learned
his craft instead over a lifetime of lessons. Growing
up, he would watch his
mom and grandmother as
they cooked and attributes
his ease in the kitchen to all
the fantastic people he was
exposed to throughout his
life.
“Back in the day, you
better sit down and watch
and listen and listen and
watch,” Harvey laughed as
he explained how he cherished his time with the
grownups he gravitated to
as a youngster. “They gave
me a lot of wisdom. [It was]
priceless.”
Beyond his own, the
family Harvey profoundly
cherishes is that of longtime residents Ernestine
and Frank Rembert. When
he was just ten, he would
hang out at their local
eatery, Chubby’s, learning
the fundamentals of the
kitchen. He fondly remembers the love he felt each
time he walked through
their doors.
“Those cats, they really
taught me,” Harvey reminisced as he told how the
family took him under their
wing teaching him everything from working the

L-R, Eric Harvey, Edrick Bell, Brandon Packer
and Matt Nightingale
slicer and grill to running
the cash register. “I’m
about to cry now. I love
them.”
When you meet Harvey,
his love of people is evident
and his positivity overwhelming. But he has had
his share of hardships and
his road hasn’t always been
easy. Now 43, he admits he
hasn’t always made the
right choices and when he
looks back on his journey
he relishes his triumphs
but doesn’t forget his mistakes.
So when Harvey happened into Munch’s so
many years ago to look for
a job, he was at a down time
in his life. Working at local
steakhouses, he had difficulty finding a reliable way
to work and the distance
was taking its toll on him.
He became bored with the
mundane tasks of prep
work and instead yearned
to create dishes from
scratch.
“I lost focus,” he confided as he expressed how
important Larry Munch
and the Munch’s crew were
to helping him find his way.
“When I showed what I
could do, Larry just took
me under his wing.”
Now Munch’s gets all
his energy and his fantastic
recipe ideas to boot. Although scrumptious eats
such as the Texas Hash
and Munch’s famous fried
chicken have been on the
menu for decades courtesy
of Munch and his dad, Harvey has had quite a few successes in the recipe
department as well.
“I came up with omelets

for all my favorite neighborhoods on the south side,”
he said. “They go over really well.”
In fact, even some of
Harvey’s sandwiches have
made the menu and he intends to keep creating. Carrying a composition book
at all times for when inspiration hits, he is thankful
he has such an open boss
and a good hearted friend
in Munch.
“I’m proud when I can
walk through the dining
room and the customer
knows I made it and says
thank you Eric.”
Harvey learned a long
time ago he could make a
living doing what he loved
– cooking, and hopes to
continue to create dishes
that will continue to bring
people together and coming to Munch’s.
“I cook for everybody,”
Harvey said as he explained how he admires
anybody who takes the
time to make a dish for
someone. “You’ve got to
have passion to always consistently put out a product
that the people will recognize.”
So if you haven’t yet
dropped by Munch’s and
tried some of their famous
home cooking, check them
out. And if you show up on
a Friday, you may even see
Harvey at the smoker tending to the quick to sell out
barbeque.
Munch’s promises fine
food, a family atmosphere,
and a place you can eat
where everyone really does
know your name.

makeshift plane with borrowed
money
from
Chicago to Washington,
D.C. in order to speak with
then Senator Harry S. Truman.
“They were grounded
several times,” she explained but, “they finally
made it.”
The pilots pleaded for
blacks to be allowed to fly
planes and in 1941 the
American Air Force began
a program in Tuskegee,
Ala. to train African Americans to fly in combat.
“You know, we had to
fight for everything,” Wilson told the crowd speaking of civil rights for
African Americans in this
country. “They took everything from us. Our name,
our culture, our religion,
and that carried on with
the pilots.”
Until the 1940s African
Americans were limited in
the military, unable to hold
leadership roles, and were
denied skilled training. But
the all African-American
flying squadron established in Tuskegee began
to change that mindset.
The members of the
Tuskegee Airmen were
not all pilots. Some were
navigators,
bombers,
maintenance workers, or
instructors, but all individuals involved with keeping
the planes in working
order and in the air were
considered part of the elite
crew.
Even though denied
such training in the past,
the Tuskegee aviator’s involvement in the war
paved the way for full integration of African Americans in the United States
military.
“Let me tell you about
my husband,” Wilson said
after giving some background of the Tuskegee’s
purpose, “if you’ve ever
known a Tuskegee airman, you never hear them
talking about themselves.”
Staff Sergeant Elmer
Wilson was no exception.
Although a loving husband, Wilson left his work
at the office. She was unaware of the day-to-day goings on in the military. But
she could tell you the
struggles he endured in
order to become part of
the 99th squadron.
“He didn’t go to high
school,” Wilson explained.
“When the war came he
was drafted.”
Her husband was sent
to Fort Dix in New Jersey,
and soon afterwards she
received a letter. He was
having trouble with the
math needed in order to
progress. Blessed with a
talent to break information
down, Wilson taught her
husband how to make
sense of the lessons via
mail and he soon scored
where he needed to be in
order to become part of
the Tuskegee crew.
“They did not have anything planned for the
blacks,” she explained as
far as filling the educa-

Wilson shows off collection of her husband’s
Tuskegee memorabilia.
knowing he wouldn’t see
his wife, he wouldn’t see
his children,” Wilson said
as she relayed to the audience his experience. And
as he disclosed how the
Tuskegee bombers, later
known as the “Red Tails,”
comforted him, eventually
saving his life, he broke
down.
His fellow brothers in
arms told him to take it
easy and be calm because
Artist rendering of
they
were back there for
Elmer Wilson.
him.
tional gap between the
“While he was talking,
African American and the the tears were coming
white service members.
down. It was that real,”
And the military’s lack Wilson recalled. “This was
of preparation didn’t stop probably the first time that
there. When he arrived at he had expressed himself,
Tuskegee, he recounted to talked about that situation.
his wife the conditions the He just let it go.”
base was in and how much
Today there are few
work the unit had to do in surviving members of the
order to make it functional. original Tuskegee Airmen;
“When they got out of however, a non-profit orthe plane they just stepped ganization called the
down in mud,” Wilson re- Tuskegee Airmen, Inc. excalled, “nothing was ists with 55 chapters naplanned.”
tionwide. Their goal: to
She spoke of the stren- honor the accomplishuous undertaking both the ments and preserve the
airmen and the ground history of African Americrew had to put forth in cans who participated in all
order to pave the way for aspects of the air military
future fighters. Wilson during WWII. They also
touched on recent ac- work with young people
counts of fighting breaking across the nation providout when Tuskegee air- ing educational assistance.
men would happen into
Wilson and her hustown. She knew her hus- band were chartered
band always had that on members of the Philadelhis mind, but recalls her phia Chapter and she reexperience as more inter- cently called upon them to
nal.
provide books on the
“The segregation, they Tuskegee Airmen for childidn’t even talk about it. dren to check out.
They never mentioned it,”
“One of my students
she explained. “They just wanted to do a report on
went out there, did their them and they couldn’t
job, and did what was find anything in the linever done before.”
brary,” she explained.
Wilson’s squadron, the “They sent books to the li99th, was the first black fly- brary in the name and
ing squadron to be de- honor of my husband.”
ployed overseas. They had
Staff Sergeant Elmer
missions in North Africa, Wilson holds a place in
Sicily, and Italy. Wilson re- those books and a place in
members that time well.
the heart of his family. He
“They trained and earned
nine
bronze
when they got ready to go, medals for his service at
they didn’t have [enough] Tuskegee much to the surexperience and [the mili- prise and elation of his
tary] didn’t want to send wife.
them, but they had to.”
“I didn’t know my husWilson again empha- band got all of these
sized that the husbands medals,” she confided as
kept their work to them- she spoke of how surselves, never even speak- prised she was when she
ing about it to their found out. “My husband
families. She recollected a was very quiet and reClearwater
gentleman served. You never knew
who came to hear her what he could do or how
speak a few years back. He he was thinking.”
was a bomber during
A trait it seems many of
WWII and he told her of a our silent heroes, the men
mission where a German of Tuskegee all had in
fighter pilot was on his tail. common.
“He was thinking,
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MEDICARE REVIEWS
727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
Florida Artist of the Harlem
Renaissance Exhibit
Following the beat with playwright
Larry Bryant



L-R, Kristina Hollingsworth, Marvia Nolan, Alan Heron and Asani Nolan.

BY ELLEN KIRKLAND
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG – In
honor of Black History
Month, the Morean Arts
Center, located at 719 Central Ave., is hosting the
Florida Artists of the
Harlem Renaissance Exhibit created by the aspiring young artists from
Creative Clay Cultural Center.
Creative Clay, located in
the arts district of downtown St. Pete, provides an
artistic outlet for people
with developmental, physical and emotional disabilities, as well as people in
healthcare settings, children and veterans. Their
mission is to provide expressive, educational and
vocational opportunities in
the arts for people with obstacles to arts access.
Their latest endeavor is
dedicated to the lives of

Pinellas
County
three Harlem Renaissance the
artists who claimed Florida Schools. It serves students
as their homes: James Wel- with special diplomas and
don Johnson, Zora Neal seeks to help them create
Hurston and Augusta Sav- independent lives through
age.
art or as assistants to area
“We started this pro- artist.
gram five years ago and
“If the students desire
have done a Black History to become artists we try to
Month exhibit each year, provide what’s necessary
we are so excited to get this for them to become
exposure,” explained Cre- artists,” said Baringer.
ative
Clay
instructor
If you would like to volDenise Baringer.
unteer or know a young
And exposure they got, person who may qualify for
for these budding young the program, please call
artists got to showcase Creative Clay at 727-895their talents in front of 0525. To check out all of
renowned photographer the available programs
Alain Briot and art lovers please visit their website at
from all over the area.
www.creativeclay.org.
“In the end, all artists
are unique individuals and
each of them has a different idea of what being an
artist is,” said Briot.
This program is one of
several at Creative Clay
and is a joint venture beKayla Fulton and art
tween Creative Clay and teacher, Jo Anna Gerard.

The young brother’s name is Larry
Bryant, and if “the proof is in the pudding,” then he is definitely on his way to
celebrity status. St. Petersburg can claim
another young, bright African-American
talent.
Bryant is a producer/director/writer
and actor. He is a native of St. Petersburg and is a member of the New Hope
Missionary Baptist Church on 19th
Street South.
His theatrical experience was gained
from his work as drama teacher at St. Petersburg’s Royal Theater and three years
working as educational director for the
Pistarckle Theater on St. Thomas, U.S.
Virgin Islands. He is a graduate of St.
Petersburg High School and the International Academy of Design & Technology
in Tampa.
This past Sun., Feb. 17, Bryant was
the promoter of a most entertaining and
informative musical entitled “Follow the
Beat,” held at the John Hopkins Middle
School, St. Petersburg. This was somewhat of a repeat performance, since he
did the same show about four years ago,
at the same school.
In addition to taking part as one of
the actors, Bryant directed a cast of
more than 30 young people. One can
imagine how difficult it must be to direct
a cast of that size; just keeping them
quiet and attentive would be no small
task.
And, if there were any miscues, I certainly didn’t catch them, and I seriously
doubt if anyone else did. It appeared to
me that the show went off without a
hitch. Bravo!
The subject matter or question that
the show answered in two acts was:
Where did African-American music

come from and begin? Bryant takes
three urban kids and the audience on a
tour that covers the history of black
music from A to Z.
He begins with an exciting drum and
dance sequence (Congo Square, New
Orleans) by the Dundu Dole Urban
African Ballet. We witnessed an exhilarating novelty and endless invention of
turning, bowing, arms swinging, posturing and leaping of the dancers. No
doubt, the powerful African drum
rhythms have influenced American
music.
One of the many highlights of the
show was Alex Harris, director of the
Arts Conservatory for Teens, impersonating Ray Charles and rendering a show
stopping performance of “Georgia on
My Mind.”
Other highlights were Naudia Camble taking on the role of Tina Turner,
singing and dancing to the hallmark
tune “Proud Mary,” and the Whitney
Houston tribute by vocalists Karmisha
Hammond and Shyann Roberts brought
down the house. Roberts also dazzled
with her rendition of Billie Holiday’s
“God Bless The Child.”
The musical tour continued with
blues, rap, spoken word and hip hop. At
the show’s finale, Bryant announced that
he will return next year during Black
History Month to present the show
again. Great news! I’ll definitely be
there, how about you?
Remember to “Keep Jazz Alive” by
“Supporting Live Jazz!”
Jazz fans – do you have any feedback? I would like to hear from YOU!
You may visit my website at:www.rickgeesjazzjamm.com or email me at jazzjamm@aol.com.
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
Who’s better, Michael
or LeBron?

Michael Jordan

Spartan girls headed back to the State Finals
BY PHILLIP HAYWOOD, JR.
Sports Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
There are a lot of critics
who are skeptical about
Necole Tunsil. However,
since taking over the Lakewood Spartans girls’ basketball program, she has
transformed them into bona
fide winners and has the
2011 state championship
hardware to prove it.
Last season after losing
Tianah Alvarado, her counterparts did not think she
could get back in the game,
but her team fought
through the adversity and
made it to the finals and lost.
Tunsil does things in
her own way. For example,
she schedules a large
amount of quality opponents outside of Pinellas
County. There is a method
to her madness. She believes that playing top caliber
competition
will
prepare her team for a state
championship run. Right
now she is looking like a genius when it comes to get-

ting her team where every
coach wants to be this time
of year.
During this season’s
playoff run, the team has
endured their fair share of
injuries and has had the intestinal fortitude to play
through them. Tunsil assembled one of the most
athletic teams in the county
with Alvarado, Alexis
Ungro and Déjà Swinton, a
St. Pete High transfer that
has been very instrumental
in their quest to win their
second championship in the
last three years.
Tunsil finds a way to get
the most out of her players.
Currently there will be several of her players who will
be receiving Division-1
scholarships from this
year’s team. Alvarado
(Seton Hall) Casey Drayton
(University of AlabamaBirmingham).
One thing that cannot
be denied is the fact that
Tunsil has her team positioned to possibly win another title. With a loaded
roster, there is no reason

Coach Necole Tunsil

she should not be playing
for a title. On Friday they
will
face
Tallahassee
Rickards for a berth in the

state final game. In Spartan
Country they expect nothing less than a state championship.

LeBron James
BY PHILLIP HAYWOOD, JR.
Sports Writer

At one point in time all
the kids that played basketball wanted to be like
Michael Jordan because
of his style of play and his
intensity. Never mind the
fact that he has accomplished everything a
player could ever dream
of during his professional
career. He won NBA scoring titles, six NBA Championships, an Olympic
Gold Medal and MVP
Awards.
However, there is a
new king in town named
LeBron James. As of late,
he has been thrust into
the fold being mentioned
in the same breath as Jordan. James is a great
player and he has been on
a record setting six-game
tear by shooting 60 percent from the field and
scoring 30 points per
game.
A lot of basketball aficionados seem to think
that he is better. If you are
a true connoisseur you
must measure his success
by the number of championships he has won which
so far has been only one.
In the case of Jordan,
he has the rings to prove
it. He won his championships with mediocre
casts without a bevy of superstars on the roster.
Scottie Pippen was the
only other star. But, the
Bulls had the best role
players during their championship run. Also, what
really made them successful was the fact that Phil
Jackson, arguably one of
the best coaches in the

history of the NBA, got
players to perfect their
roles for years.
With James you can
also say that during the
Cavaliers run he took a
less talented cast to the finals without a superstar
other than himself. Currently with the Heat, he
has a star studded roster
with the likes of Chris
Bosh, Dwayne Wade, and
Ray Allen just to name a
few. It looks like James
may have a chance to
eclipse Jordan’s accolades
on many levels because
he still has another 8-10
good years left barring
that he does not get any
serious injuries.
These guys are different skill wise; for instance,
James is a much bigger
specimen with a rare
blend of speed and power
for a player of his stature.
Jordan probably was a better clutch shooter when
the game is on the line.
James, however, is learning how to close out
games, which essentially
will add to his arsenal.
Jordan was a great
player who won six championships. Robert Horry
won seven championships
but will never be mentioned in the same breath
as Jordan. Kobe Bryant
has five championships
under his belt and will be
on the same level as Jordan if he wins more titles.
James as been to
three finals but only has
one ring. Regardless of
the other records that
James may break during
his career, he will be defined by how many championships he wins.

Local teams still alive in HS basketball playoffs
BY PHILLIP HAYWOOD, JR.
Sports Writer

ST. PETERSBURG (7A) St. Pete High (19-7)
boys basketball team was a
finalist from last year’s state
tournament and is trying to
recapture their magic by
putting together another
shot at a state championship run. They faced a
scrappy undersized opponent in Tampa’s Wiregrass.
The Devils opened up
like a prize fighter putting
up a fierce battle. In the
first quarter both teams
were evenly matched. However, in the second quarter
St. Pete began to use their
size and athleticism to pull
away from Wiregrass enroute to a 77-48 win to advance to play Tampa’s
Chamberlain
Tuesday
night at St.Pete High.
Dayon Griffin led the Devils with 23 points.
LARGO - (6A) Largo
Packers’ (18-8) Donavon
Hale is a young player, he is
only a sophomore but he
has come up big all year for
his team. Last Thursday
night was no different as he
performed well in every
facet of the game. He made
jump shots, free throws,
and effortless passes. He
scored a total of 22 points
but had 13 between the
fourth quarter and overtime in a 64-58 over Armwood.
TAMPA - (5A) The
Boca Ciega Pirates (17-9)
are notorious for starting
games off slowly. But,
against Tampa Jesuit (27-1)
they played fairly well.
However, Jesuit had an an-

swer for the Pirates every
time they made a run, and
that answer was Travis
Johnson.
The Pirates were without Michael Clark who was
nursing an ankle injury, so
they had no inside presence. That is where Johnson poised problems for
the Pirates as he muscled
his way inside at will. The
trio of Johnson (26) Devin
Harris (21) and Jack Fleming (15) combined for 62
points in a 63-50 victory for
Jesuit. They are ranked
No.1 and will face Gibbs in
a hostile environment.
ST. PETERSBURG (5A) Coach Murphy said,
“Anytime a team makes the
playoff they a good.” The
Gibbs Gladiators had to
fight off a pesky Lennard
team who gave the Gladiators problems all night.
They finally pulled away in
the fourth quarter to pull
out a 64-52 victory.
The Gladiators were led
by Barry Brown (17) Darrell Fuller (13) Shaquille
Speights (13) and Daniel
Davis chipped in with 10
points. The Gladiators will
face the No.1 team in the
5A classification in Tampa
Jesuit who beat the Gladiators by one point in a preseason matchup. Gibbs will
be seeking redemption because a state championship
birth is at stake.
(3A) For the second
year in a row the St. Pete
Catholic Barons have advanced to the regional
semifinals with an impressive 82-41 win over Bradenton Christian. If they were
not playing with a running

clock they would have broken the century mark (100
points). The trio of Ryan
Green (20) Mike Fridella

((16) and Kevin O’Donnell
(25) combined for 61
points.

Mayweather to fight Guerrero on May 4, leaving HBO for Showtime
LAS VEGAS (AP) —
Floyd Mayweather Jr. will fight
Robert Guerrero on May 4,
and he’s changing television
networks to do it.
The biggest star in boxing
dropped a surprise Tuesday
while announcing his long-rumored next bout: After several
years on HBO, Mayweather is
moving to Showtime with a lucrative multi-fight deal.
Mayweather’s move is a
coup for Showtime, the CBSowned network that has always trailed behind HBO in
boxing prominence. Mayweather (43-0, 26 KOs) is the
sport’s biggest moneymaker,
and his new revenue-sharing
deal with Showtime could in-

clude up to six pay-per-view
fights over 30 months.
“They were extremely aggressive from the start, and
they made it clear they want
Floyd Mayweather to be the
face of Showtime,” Mayweather adviser Leonard
Ellerbe told The Associated
Press. “It’s the ultimate compliment to a fighter like Floyd.
They were aggressive, and the
deal that they put on the table
was essentially a deal that you
can’t refuse.”
Mayweather’s first bout is
against Guerrero (31-1-1, 18
KOs), the WBC’s interim welterweight champion. The fight
likely will be at the MGM
Grand Garden in Las Vegas,

the site of Mayweather’s last
six bouts.
Mayweather turns 36 on
Sunday, but the unbeaten
WBC 147-pound champion
has shown few signs of advancing age in the ring. He hasn’t
fought since beating Miguel
Cotto last May 5, and he spent
two months in jail last summer
after his conviction in a misdemeanor domestic battery case.
With Showtime as his new
showcase, Ellerbe said Mayweather’s fans will see much
more in the next few years
from the re-energized champion, who has fought just four
times since December 2007.
“He has a renewed motivation to stay active and to take

on everybody out there,”
Ellerbe said. “When Floyd is
more active, he’s going to be
beyond untouchable. He’s
proved he can stay sharp with
those layoffs in the past, but
he’s going to be more active
now.”
Guerrero beat out several
contenders to get the biggest
payday of his career and a shot
at his sport’s biggest name.
Guerrero, from Gilroy, Calif., is
a onetime featherweight
champion who hasn’t lost since
2005, beating welterweight
Andre Berto in a thrilling fight
last November.
“On May 4th I’m going to
shock the world,” Guerrero
tweeted.

Ellerbe said Mayweather
chose Guerrero as his next opponent because of his toughness and crowd-pleasing style.
“He definitely earned the
right to fight Floyd,” Ellerbe
said. “He won the Mayweather
sweepstakes, so now he gets to
see what the grand prize is, and
when he opens up that grand
prize, it’s going to be a can of
(tail) whooping.”
Guerrero and Showtime
Sports general manager
Stephen Espinoza both felt
lucky after Mayweather made
his decision. Espinoza went
after Mayweather before his
last fight, but finally got his man
after two weeks of negotiations.
“He is as compelling an en-

Floyd Mayweather Jr.
tertaining a personality as
there is in sports, and his performance is at the top of the
sport as well,” Espinoza told
the AP. “You don’t often see
those things in combination.
Everything he does, everything he says generates reaction and discussion. Those are
the people you want. We’re
thrilled to be working with
Floyd.”
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

     

     






  

  

 




  

   












 


 







Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ
Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South, Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670



 




 



Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry
3530 1st Avenue North, Ste. 217
St. Petersburg, Florida 33713

(727) 564-1389
Pastor Shurrea Daniels

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/












Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.
















   
    
   
   
  
   
    

Victory Christian Center Church

  

    















 


Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.






  
 





Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

 
 

 

 



Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.




  






 

 
 





 

 
1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 




  
  
     
   
 



BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.





 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
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THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida





 



Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
Mt. Zion Progressive MBC

St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community at large, its wish that there
would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their lives.
St. Mark is grounded in a Christcentered doctrine that has as its
central theme, a belief that we
are a haven of hope, help, and
healing for a world hungering
for and thirsting after the enlightened word of God. At St.
Mark, we are Christians willing
to work and partner in unity,
praising God for His awesome
gift, His son Jesus Christ.
Upcoming Events for Feb.

Feb. 24 - Ice cream social for the
St. Mark Family sponsored by the
Hospitality Community immediately after morning worship in the
Fellowship Hall.
Feb. 25-28 - National Baptist
Mid-Winter Board
Weekly Scheduled Activities
for St. Mark
Sunday School held for both
children and adults of all ages.
Sunday School starts each Sunday morning at 9:30 a.m. All are
invited to come out and join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members
and the general public are invited to come out study the
Bible with us, and learn “What
Baptist Believe.”
Children and Youth Min-

istry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed to
join us.
N I. K. E. After School Tutoring (4:30-6 p.m.) on Tuesdays
& Thursdays (closed during
holiday seasons and school
breaks)
Young Adult Ministry every
Monday from 6:30 p.m. (Bible
Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday
at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Wednesday
at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study
every
Wednesday
evening at 7 p.m.

Friendship MBC
“The Ship – One Lord, One
Faith, One Baptism, One
Church.”
Join us as we embark on
our continuous exciting journey for 2013 in His glory and
honor. We will saturate the
year with a focus to introduce
Jesus Christ to our community.
Friendship is a committed
church family open to all who
wish to embrace it. If this season you have not visited a
church, we cordially invite you
to come and fellowship with
us!
MARK YOUR CALENDAR
February 24th – Annual
Heritage Celebration at 4 p.m.

March 24th – National
Marriage Celebration at 10:45
a.m.
March 25th – 29th: ROAD
TO CALVARY REVIVAL – 7
p.m. nightly.
March 31st – Resurrection
Celebration: Worship Service
at 6:45 a.m. Drama Ministry
at 8:30 a.m. Worship Service
at 10:00 a.m.
Breakfast will be served.
Have you found the key?
If you’re looking for the key to
happiness or heaven, you’ll
find it through Jesus Christ.
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., and
Friendship welcomes you to
our open doors. Friendships’
Morning Service starts at 7:45

a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Sunday
School begins at 9:30 a.m.
The Youth Enrichment –
Awana curriculum convenes
on Thursday nights, at 7. First
Lady Teresa Evans, director of
Youth Ministry.
Prayer still works for the
glory of God. Come join us
each Wednesday for Noonday
Bible Study or each Wednesday night at 7 p.m. as we study
in the Book of MARK, Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., facilitator.
Friendship is located at
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, Florida 33712. Our telephone number: 727-906-8300.
www.fmbctheship.org
God Bless You – The Ship!

Greater Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church
Greater Mt. Zion A.M.E.
Church is going on vacation.
Come join us!
We want you to join us
(your Church Family) for an

exciting trip to the Northwest USA. We will be traveling to the Grand Canyon,
Black Hills, Mt. Rushmore,
etc.

Please
contact
the
Church at 727-894-1393 if you
need information or would
like to sign up.

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan Missionary Baptist Church,
“God’s House in the City,”
under the leadership of Dr
Rickey L. Houston extends an
invitation to the community to
join us as we declare the living
Word of God. Join us at 9 a.m.
for Sunday School and at 10:15
a.m. worship service. Bible
Study and Teen Summit/Children Rising are held on
Wednesday evening, at 7 p.m.
We are committed to a
Christ-centered, People-centered, Team-centered and
Bible-based teaching ministry;
with priorities focused on
Love, Forgiveness, Unity,
Peace and Growth. We cele-

brate in worship, we care for
one another, we cultivate the
fullest spiritual life possible
both individually and corporately; and we communicate
God’s truth at every opportunity. Living out these principles results in a kaleidoscope
of ministries for all ages and
interests. We also encourage
the community to make use of
our Prayer Line. (727-3219645)
Ministry to Singles Fun
and Fellowship Night is scheduled for Sat., Feb. 16, from
5 p.m. to 8 p.m. Please RSVP
to Anna Bell Killen at 867-1963
if you plan to attend.
The Youth Ministry is

preparing for their Spring Harvest Fest, Saturday March 16,
2013 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. on
the grounds of Bethel Metropolitan. Come and enjoy Fun
and Games, a Grill Master
Cook Off, Cupcake Bake Off,
Line Dancing to gospel music
and many other events celebrating God’s favor and blessings with church family and
community.
“Jesus On Every Scene In
2013” Matthew 28:20
Telephone: 727-327-0554
Fax: 727-327-0240
Email:bchur ch5@tampabay.rr.com
Website:
www.bmmbc.org



“Impact the world by equipping believers to reach the lost
with the gospel of Jesus Christ.”
Reverend Louis Murphy, Sr.
and the entire Mt Zion family extend an open invitation to join us
not only in Sunday worship, but
also throughout the week for
various programs and ministries.
Feb. 25 – Orientation for the
next session of Crown Financial.
6 - 8 p.m. Youth Education Building 919 20th St S. Contact Dea.
Danny Carter or Avis Carter at
727-328-2944 for more information Reflect on 85 years of serving the community. For more
information call 727-894-4311
Men’s Unity Ministry - Invite all men to come out every
3rd Thursday of the month for a

unity fellowship at 7 p.m. in the
Mt. Zion Youth Fellowship Hall
to understand what a “Man of
God should look like.”
One-80 Teen Ministry will
host “College Prep 101” Parents
and Teens if college is in your future please join College Prep
101, held the 1st and 3rd Tuesday’s of each month in the Youth
Fellowship Hall 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.
C.A.R.E. weekly Tuesday
night meetings have changed to
the 1st and 3rd Tuesday at 7
p.m. Join us at the CARE building. For more information contact Min. Keith Murphy at
727-289-6957.
Reading & Math Enhancement Tutorial Program –
Grades K – 9th will be offered
homework assistance, math,

reading, and vocabulary skills,
and much more. Applications
available at Mt Zion Human
Services. Or contact Ms. Doris
Newton at 727-822-0443, ext. 301
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive is now
social. Checkout the latest
events, ministry news, and
more by following us on FACEBOOK,
TWITTER
and
YOUTUBE. Visit our website
and let’s get connected!
www.MZProgressive.org
For additional information
on any of these announcements,
please contact the church office.
Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church. 955
20th St. S., St. Petersburg
Florida. 727-894-4311, email:
info@mzprogressive.org.

United for Christ
United for Christ invites
you to their Christian workshop entitled, “Women’s
Heart Christ Home” Sat.,
Feb. 23 from 10 – Noon.
Registration starts at 9
a.m. Continental breakfast
and lunch will be served.

Guest Speakers — Elder
Barbara Williams of Bethel
Community Baptist Church
Sandra Williams of St.
Mark Missionary Baptist
Church
Minister Diane Hunt of
Mt. Zion Progressive Mis-

sionary Baptist Church
Ella Haynes of New
Pleasant Grove Missionary
Baptist Church
For more information
please call 727-687-8400.

Pastor’s Corner
BY PASTOR SHURREA DANIELS

Kingdom Restoration, Inc. Faith Based Outreach Ministry
A Ministry with a Vision

We are better together
In Eccl. 4:8, Solomon
writes about a man all alone
who had neither son nor
brother. This man was working himself to death, with no
heirs to enjoy his wealth. He
was greedy and lonely. He
himself didn’t even understand
why he did what he was doing.
He lamented: For whom am I
toiling? Solomon concluded:
This too is meaningless, and a
miserable business. Therefore, Solomon goes on to write
Ecclesiastics 4:10: Two people
are better off than one, for they
can help each other succeed.
If one person falls, the
other can reach out and help.
But someone who falls alone is
in real trouble. Likewise, two
people lying close together can
keep each other warm. But
how can one be warm alone?
A person standing alone can
be attacked and defeated, but
two can stand back-to-back
and conquer. Three are even
better, for a triple-braided cord
is not easily broken. Therefore, Solomon then writes why
we are better together. Jesus
never intended his followers to
try to live their life of faith in
isolation. He sent his disciples
out two-by-two on their mis-

sion journeys.
However, today’s Christian
often shy’s away from making
godly friendships, partly because we fear rejection and the
fear of offending someone.
There have been times when
we’ve experienced heartbreak
by love ones, friends, or relatives and with each of these occurrences the pain associated
with the experience tries to immobilize us both emotionally
and spiritually.
Solomon continues in this
scripture to show us, that
times like these we must seek
refuge in the stable arms of
God. Then, after seeking God,
we can ready ourselves to put
one foot in front of the other to
re-connect or perhaps for the
first time connect ourselves
with godly friendships. True
Christian fellowship helps to
provide support, wisdom and
encouragement. When one
friend is weak because of life
trials, it is a blessing for a
strong and healthy friend to
come along side to help him
or her pick up the pieces.
There are very few endeavors in life that are performed more efficiently
with one hand than with

two. In nearly everything we
do, we must ask at one time
or another, do you mind
lending me a hand? Or what
do you think about this?
Together when we praise
God for our trials it helps to
grow us. There is a special
power in the prayers of two
together, for Jesus promised:
Again, I tell you that if two of
you on earth agree about
anything you ask for, it will
be done for you by my Father in heaven. For where
two or three come together
in my name, there I am with
them (Matt. 18:18–19).
We praise Him for His
provision of friends in our life
that love us, challenge us
and cheer us on through the
hard times. Most of all we
praise Him for the opportunity to be or become that
godly friend. We live in a
wicked world and there is
safety in numbers. Two can
walk in safety where one
alone would be open to attack. A bond of three together is all the stronger.
So, indeed, we see the
wisdom of God in advocating fellowship with one another. Peace and Blessings!

12

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2013

